Libertarian Party of Georgia
Annual Convention – March 8, 2025
The Annual Convention of the Libertarian Party of Georgia was held at Cherokee Pines Country Club in Perry, Georgia on Saturday, March 8, 2025. Chairman Gerred Bell called the Convention to order at 9:08 AM. Secretary Zane Placie recorded the minutes.

Introductory Business
Zane Placie presented the Credentials Committee Report. There were 64 delegates who met the seasoning requirement, and 31 alternates who did not.
Doug Craig moved to suspend the rules to allow alternates to vote, which was adopted.
After amendments to the standing order of business were ruled well-taken, Ryan Graham raised a point of order that the agenda must be adopted by a vote of the body. The Chairman ruled the point of order not well-taken because the agenda does not require adoption by the body under Rule II of Appendix A of the Bylaws. Ryan Graham appealed the ruling of Chairman. The ruling of the Chairman was sustained.
Zane Placie, on behalf of the Bylaws Committee, moved to strike Paragraph (1) of Rule 9 and Paragraph (1) of Rule 10 of Appendix B, which was adopted.
Gerred Bell presented the Chairman’s report.
Brian Allen presented a report concerning ballot access.
Elizabeth Gallimore presented the Executive Director’s report.
Mason Corey presented the Treasurer's report.

Election of Party Officers
Nominations for Chairman were opened. Amber Howell nominated Chase Oliver and William Richards nominated Gerred Bell. Both accepted and speeches were given on behalf of the nominations.
Nominations for Treasurer were opened. Andrea Holt nominated Kyle Davis, but Brian Allen raised a point of order that he did not meet the seasoning requirement, which was well-taken. Chase Oliver moved to suspend the seasoning requirement for Kyle Davis, which was lost. Chase Oliver moved to suspend the seasoning requirement for all candidates, which was lost. Christine Austin nominated Doug Craig, and he accepted and gave a speech.
The convention recessed for lunch.
Zane Placie presented the updated Credentials Committee Report. There were 98 delegates and alternates in total.
The election for Chairman was conducted by ballot and Zane Placie presented the Teller’s Report. 97 votes were cast and 49 were needed for election. Gerred Bell received 50 votes and Chase Oliver received 47 votes. Gerred Bell was elected Chairman.
The election for Treasurer was conducted by ballot and Zane Placie presented the Teller’s Report. 97 votes were cast and 49 were needed for election. Doug Craig received 66 votes and None of the Above received 31 votes. Doug Craig was elected Treasurer.
Christine Austin moved to amend the agenda to proceed directly to the election of the Executive Committee, which was lost.

Bylaws Committee Report
Jim Sheehan, on behalf of the Bylaws Committee, moved to adopt Proposal 1 (see Appendix A). The motion was lost after debate.
Jake Green moved to postpone the remainder of the Bylaws Committee Report to 3:00 PM, which was adopted.

Election of the Executive Committee
The district caucuses met to elect their members of the Executive Committee.
Sabrina Sawyer and Mason Corey were elected from District 1.
Laura Owens, Alan Hill, and Katie Gordon were elected from District 2.
Christine Austin, Kyle Davis, and Chase Oliver were elected from District 3.
David Barker, Keri McClain, and William Richards were elected from District 4.
Andy Boldin, Curt Allen, Erica Salazar, and Sergio Ortega were elected from District 5.
Nominations were opened for at-large members of the Executive Committee. Jake Green nominated Jim Sheehan, Mitchell Johnson nominated Andrea Holt, Jonathan Weaver nominated Colin McKinney, Elizabeth Gallimore nominated Mark Mosley, Andrea Holt nominated Colton Haire, Gretchen Brocard nominated Marc Douglass, and Zane Placie nominated Victoria Salvia. All accepted and gave speeches.
Brian Allen moved to suspend the rules to elect all at-large members simultaneously with approval voting, which was adopted.
The election was conducted by ballot and, after the convention stood at ease, Zane Placie presented the Teller’s Report. 91 ballots were cast. Colton Haire received 78 votes, Mark Mosley received 51 votes, Andrea Holt received 51 votes, Jim Sheehan received 49 votes, Colin McKinney received 47 votes, Victoria Salvia received 45 votes, and Marc Douglass received 44 votes. Colton Haire, Mark Mosley, Andrea Holt, and Jim Sheehan were elected.

Bylaws Committee Report Revisited
Jim Sheehan, on behalf of the Bylaws Committee, moved to adopt Proposal 2 (see Appendix A). The motion was adopted after debate.
Jim Sheehan, on behalf of the Bylaws Committee, moved to adopt Proposal 3 (see Appendix A). The motion was lost after debate. After the body considered amendments, Jim Sheehan, on behalf of the Bylaws Committee, moved to add Section O to Article IV, that reads:
O. Special Called Meetings
The Chairman or one-third of the Executive Committee may call a special meeting of the Executive Committee to consider business in between regular meetings. The Chairman must notify each member of the Executive Committee via a medium designated by the Executive Committee of the date and time of the meeting at least seven days before the meeting unless a majority of the entire Executive Committee approves an earlier time. A special meeting may be vetoed by a majority of the entire Executive Committee before the meeting.
The motion was adopted.
Jim Sheehan, on behalf of the Bylaws Committee, moved to adopt Proposal 4 (see Appendix A). The motion was adopted.
Zane Placie, on behalf of the Bylaws Committee, moved to adopt Proposal 5 (see Appendix A). The motion was lost after debate. After the body considered amendments, Zane Placie, on behalf of the Bylaws Committee, moved to adopt Proposal 5 with the word “Majority” inserted before the phrase “Approval Voting” in new Paragraph (3) of Rule 10 of Appendix B, which was adopted.
Zane Placie, on behalf of the Bylaws Committee, moved to adopt Proposal 6 (see Appendix A). The motion was adopted.

Platform Committee Report
Christine Austin, on behalf of the Platform Committee, moved to adopt Proposal 1 (see Appendix B). The motion was lost after debate, but the body considered amendments. After amendment, Christine Austin, on behalf of the Platform Committee, moved to amend Plank 3.4 of the Platform and add a new Plank 3.5 (with subsequent sections renumbered) as follows:

3.4 Free Trade
We recognize the right of individuals to trade goods and services freely and voluntarily, regardless of political boundaries. Accordingly, we oppose government-imposed impediments to free trade, including tariffs, import duties, quotas, sanctions, and embargoes as violations of those economic rights.
3.5 Migration
Political freedom and escape from tyranny demand that individuals not be unreasonably constrained by government in the crossing of political boundaries for peaceful purposes. We therefore call for the elimination of all government inducements and any unreasonable obstructions related to migration and the protection of human and civil rights for all individuals.
Christine Austin, on behalf of the Platform Committee, moved to adopt Proposal 2 (see Appendix B). The motion was adopted.
Christine Austin, on behalf of the Platform Committee, moved to adopt Proposal 3 (see Appendix B). The motion was adopted after debate.
Christine Austin, on behalf of the Platform Committee, moved to adopt Proposal 4 (see Appendix B). The motion was adopted after debate.
Colin McKinney, on behalf of the Platform Committee, moved to adopt Proposal 5 (see Appendix B). The motion was adopted.
Colin McKinney, on behalf of the Platform Committee, moved to adopt Proposal 6 (see Appendix B). The motion was adopted.

The convention adjourned sine die at 5:00 PM.


Appendix A
Proposal 1
To amend Article IV, Section A, Subsection 1 to read:
1. The Executive Committee of the LPGa shall be composed of the following: 
a. The elected officers of the LPGa;
b. Members-at-large elected by the delegates at an Annual Convention; 
c. One committee member from each State District containing at least one LPGa member; and additional committee members from each State District for every fifteen percent of the LPGa's members as of January 1st living in that district.
To amend Article, IV, Section A, Subsection 3 to read:
The delegates to the Annual Convention will elect Members-at-large to serve on the Executive Committee who shall perform duties as assigned by the Executive Committee. There will be three at-large members. The at-large members of the Executive Committee shall begin their tenure at the close of the convention at which they are elected and serve until the close of the next Annual Convention.
Proposal 2
To amend Article VII, Section B to read:
Until such time as the LPGa’s activities are such to qualify the LPGa as a “Political Party” as defined by the laws of the State of Georgia, any member seeking to be a delegate to the state convention must have been a LPGa member in good standing for at least 180 days prior to the convention date and must have a current membership. The convention delegates who fulfill the 180-day membership requirement may vote by a two-thirds margin to suspend this requirement for the duration of the convention then in session.
Proposal 3
To add Article IV, Section O that reads:
The Chairman may call a special meeting of the Executive Committee to consider business in between regular meetings. The Chairman must set the date and time of the meeting at least one week before the meeting, unless a majority of the entire Executive Committee approves an earlier time. A special meeting may be vetoed by a majority of the entire Executive Committee before the meeting.
Proposal 4
To amend Article IV, Section M, Subsection 5 to read:
Newly elected officers shall take office immediately upon the close of the Annual Convention at which they were elected.



Proposal 5
To amend Article IV, Section M, Subsection 6 to read:
Each member-at-large post on the Executive Committee will be for a one-year term. All at-large Executive Committee members will be elected simultaneously by the delegates of each Annual Convention.
To amend Paragraph (2) and insert new Paragraph (3) of Rule 10 of Appendix B to read:
(2) The officers of the Executive Committee shall be chosen by majority vote. If no candidate has attained a majority after two votes, the candidate with less than 10% shall be struck from subsequent ballots. If no candidate has attained a majority after four votes, the candidate with the least votes shall be struck from subsequent ballots. This procedure shall be repeated after every ballot in which no candidate has received a majority vote, until one candidate attains a majority vote.
(3) Voting for at-large members of the Executive Committee shall be done by Approval Voting. Each delegate may vote for all candidates that they approve of. If a delegate approves of none of the candidates, a NOTA vote shall be submitted.
Proposal 6
To amend Article VI, Section C to read:
If an affiliate does not hold a business meeting or convention for two consecutive calendar years, the Executive Committee may, upon a majority vote, initiate a review of the affiliate’s status. The affiliate leadership will be notified at the last known email address and given 30 days to respond with a plan for reactivation. Failure to respond or implement the plan within 60 days will result in dissolution of the charter by a two-thirds majority vote of the Executive Committee.
Any group of at least three members residing within the former territory of a dissolved affiliate may petition the Executive Committee for reactivation. The petition must include a proposed leadership slate, updated bylaws, and a plan for reactivation, including a date for a reactivation convention to occur within 60 days of approval.


Appendix B
Proposal 1
To amend Plank 3.4 and add a new Plank 3.5 (with subsequent sections renumbered) to read:
3.4 Free Trade
We recognize the right of individuals to trade goods and services freely and voluntarily, regardless of political boundaries. Accordingly, we oppose government-imposed impediments to free trade, including tariffs, import duties, quotas, sanctions, and embargoes as violations of those economic rights. 
3.5 Migration
Political freedom and escape from tyranny demand that individuals not be unreasonably constrained by governments in the crossing of political boundaries for peaceful purposes. We therefore call for the elimination of government inducements and obstructions related to migration and the protection of human and civil rights for all individuals within US jurisdiction.
Proposal 2
To amend Plank 1.5 to read:
Parents, or other guardians, have the right to raise their children according to their own standards and beliefs, free from government coercion, provided that the rights of children to be free from abuse and neglect are also protected.
Proposal 3
To amend Plank 1.4 to read:
A person’s sex, sexual orientation, sexual preference, gender expression, or gender identity should have no impact on the government’s treatment of individuals relating to marriage, child custody, adoption, immigration, military service, or any other matter. Government does not have the authority to define, promote, license, tax, or restrict personal associations, regardless of the number of participants or whether any form of compensation is involved. Consenting adults are and should be free to choose their own sexual practices and personal relationships.
Proposal 4
To delete Plank 2.10
Proposal 5
To amend Plank 2.13 to read:
We favor a free-market healthcare system and oppose any government influence, impediment, or subsidy that would undermine medical freedom. Individuals should be at liberty to contract with a care provider and to choose what (if any) health insurance, health care, medicine, treatment, or other aspect of their care they obtain from agreeing parties.
 
Proposal 6
To amend Plank 2.14 to read:
Retirement planning is the responsibility of the individual, not the government. We oppose any form of compulsory retirement saving, including Social Security. The proper and most effective means of providing retirement income is private saving and investing.
