Libertarian Party of Georgia
Executive Committee Meeting – November 13, 2023

Present: Chair Gerred Bell, Vice Chair Zach Varnell, Secretary Zane Placie, Jack Aiken, Brian Allen, David Barker, Seth Benton, Scott Boykin, Warren Cunningham, Steven Hilton, Amber Howell, Mitchell Johnson, Colin McKinney, Mark Mosley, Halima Monds, Victoria Salvia, Sabrina Sawyer, Jim Sheehan
Absent: Treasurer Alex Moldenhawer, Doug Craig, Danny Dolan, Jake Green, Jeffery Shull

The regular monthly meeting of the Executive Committee of the Libertarian Party of Georgia was held virtually over 8x8 on Monday, November 13, 2023, at 7:00 PM.
The agenda was adopted without objection.
The Libertarian Party of Spalding County failed to submit proof of membership as required by a motion at the previous meeting. Brian Allen then moved to void the charter of the Libertarian Party of Spalding County. The motion was adopted after debate.
Martin Cowen gave an update on the activities of the Libertarian National Committee.
Chairman Gerred Bell notified the Committee he had received and deposited the refund of 2022 election filing fees from the Georgia Secretary of State.
Finance Director Jack Aiken gave the Fundraising Committee report. During the report, he moved to amend Section 7.1 of the Policy Manual as follows:
7.1 Membership Levels
The following levels of association are recognized by the party:
· Lifetime Member - $1,776 in a year. This membership, once earned, remains in effect for the life of the member.
· Patron - $500 in a year or $50 in a month.
· Sponsor - $250 in a year or $25 in a month.
· Sustaining Member - $100 in a year or $10 in a month.
· Patriot Member - $76 in a year or $7.60 in a month.
· Basic Member - $30 in a year or $3 in a month.
During debate, Brian Allen moved to Postpone to the next meeting of the Executive Committee. This motion was adopted after debate.
Mark Mosley gave an update on ballot access issues and discussed petitioning for a  possible U.S. House campaign in 2024.
Brian Allen moved to adopt A Resolution to Commend Red Tape Rollback. The motion was adopted.
Zane Placie moved adoption of a resolution which, after debate and amendment, would revise Subsections 3.1.1 through 3.1.5 of the Policy Manual as follows:
[bookmark: _Toc140429826]3.1 Committee Rules
[bookmark: _Toc140429827]3.1.1 Status
The committees listed in Section 3.2 are Standing Committees created by the elected Executive Committee of the LPGa and authorized by the LPGa Bylaws. They are governed by these committee rules.
[bookmark: _Toc140429828]3.1.2 Membership
Unless otherwise stated, the voting membership of each Committee shall consist of the Committee Director, one representative from each PSC District, and two at-large representatives. The Fundraising Committee shall consist of the Committee Director and four at-large representatives.
The non-voting membership of each Committee shall consist of any number of volunteers as decided by the Committee.
The LPGa Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, and Executive Director shall be ex-officio members of all Committees.
[bookmark: _Toc140429829]3.1.3 Leadership
3.1.3.1 Committee Director
The Committee Director, which may be given a specific title depending on the Committee, shall serve as the interim Chair of the Committee from the time of their appointment until either confirmed or replaced as Committee Chair by the rest of the committee. The Committee Director is responsible for ensuring that Committee decisions are implemented and carried out. The Committee Director shall be considered as “volunteer staff” until such time the party has the need and resources to turn it into a paid position. 
3.1.3.2 Committee Chair
The Committee Chair shall be chosen to lead the Committee. The Committee Chair shall have the power to call special meetings and shall lead all business meetings of the Committee. The body shall have the power to either keep the Committee Director as the permanent Chair or elect a Chair from any of the voting members.

3.1.3.3. Committee Vice Chair
The Committee may optionally elect a Vice Chair, who shall take over the role of the Chair when the Chair is absent or unable to temporarily fulfill elected duties. The Vice Chair shall be elected from among the voting members.
3.1.3.4 Committee Secretary
The Committee may optionally elect a Secretary, who shall create and distribute minutes for Committee business meetings. Minutes, upon approval, shall be sent to the LPGa Secretary for permanent recordkeeping and shall be made available to any LPGa member upon request. The Secretary shall be elected from among the voting members. If there is no Secretary, the Committee Chair shall perform the duties of Secretary.
[bookmark: _Toc140429830]3.1.4 Appointments
The Committee Director shall be appointed by the LPGa Chair and approved by the Executive Committee as required by the LPGa Bylaws. The Director shall be appointed following each regular Convention. 
Voting members shall be appointed by the LPGa Chair and approved by the Executive Committee as required by the LPGa Bylaws. The district members of the Committee shall be recommended to the LPGa Chair by the representatives for each district. If the reps cannot agree on candidates, the LPGa Chair may choose between the presented options. District members should, but are not required to, live in the district they represent on the Committee.
Non-voting members may be appointed by either the LPGa Chair or Committee Chair at any time.
The Committee shall be allowed to conduct business as soon as either all positions are filled or after the second regular Executive Committee meeting after Convention, whichever comes first.
[bookmark: _Toc140429831]3.1.5 Meetings
Each Committee shall hold at least one business meeting per quarter, at a time decided by the voting Committee members. Meetings shall be open for all members to attend.  The Committee Chair may call a special meeting for the purpose of doing business with at least five days’ notice to all voting members and an agenda submitted with the notice. The meeting may take place sooner if all voting members agree.
A quorum for a Committee meeting shall consist of at least a majority of voting members.
Any business meeting may enter Executive Session as permitted by the LPGa Bylaws and Policy Manual.
Meeting minutes must be completed and distributed within one week of any business meeting.
This motion was adopted.
Reports were given by Chairman Gerred Bell, Vice Chairman Zach Varnell, Executive Director Elizabeth Melton, and Secretary Zane Placie.
The meeting adjourned at 8:38 PM.


A Resolution to Commend Red Tape Rollback
Whereas the platform of the Libertarian Party of Georgia states that we oppose occupational and other licensing laws that infringe on the right of every person to earn an honest and peaceful living through the free and voluntary exchange of goods and services or treat it as a state-granted privilege; and,
Whereas on March 27, 2023, the Georgia Senate passed Senate Resolution 85 creating the Senate Occupational Licensing Study Committee; and,
Whereas in July 2023 members of the Executive Committee of the Libertarian Party of Georgia submitted an open letter to the Senate Occupational Licensing Study Committee, expressing their stance on the reduction and elimination of occupational licensing requirements for various professions; and,
Whereas we support reforms that fall short of our own recommendations so long as they are moving policy towards our ultimate goal; and,
Whereas the Lt. Governor and Senate leadership have publicly announced their intention to reduce occupational licensing burdens in the upcoming legislative session through what they have entitled “the red tape rollback";
Therefore, be it resolved, that the Libertarian Party of Georgia commends the efforts of the Georgia General Assembly in its intention to reduce and eliminate requirements for occupational licensing. 


